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Synopsis

Her Knight is a contemporary romance/period fantasy that marks the directing debut of
Russ Emanuel.

The film unites viewers with Anne, a Russian-American girl who lives in the big city
much like contemporary Los Angeles, in a disillusioned relationship with a good-for-
nothing guy named Dylan. He only cares for her looks and parties more than her intellect
or interests. Interests that include studying Byzantine imperial history at a local coffee
shop, with an ultimate and unfulfilled dream of being rescued by a Byzantine knight from
her captor, though she is never able to see how it will conclude. Such is Anne's dire
situation when she unexpectedly meets David, an Asian-American guy, with interests
seemingly different from hers, but someone who soon encounters Dylan and eventually
writes an end to her dream. So, the story goes.

Russem Productions in association with Atomicgum Productions presents a Russ
Emanuel film. Her Knight. Victoria Chalaya, Emil Lin, Archie Drury, April Hong,
Nicole Alvarez. Written and Edited by Russ Emanuel and Emile Haris. Director of
Photography, Y os Park. Production Designer, Gladys Rodriguez. Key Make-up Artist,
Misa Aikawa. Sound, Lauren O'Brien. Fight Coordinator, Elle Alexander. Original
Score Composed and Conducted by Neil Argo. Unit Production Manager, Hiroshi
Ishimura. Post Sound Services Provided by Juniper Post. Music Recorded and Mixed at
Capitol Studios. Co-Producer, Peter Frintrup. Produced and Directed by Russ Emanuel.



Director’s Statement

For me, Her Knight is an experiment in every aspect of filmmaking. It involves the
intertwining of many genres including romance, drama, fantasy, sword-fighting action,
and comedy, set in both the present-day and past. It involves the use of visual effects and
elaborate costumes. And, it involves the intermingling of many different cultures both on
and off-screen.

As someone who has grown up in both the United States and Japan, | came across many
different cultures, encompassing the positive aspects of each of them. So, when | made
this film, it was of great importance to me to show that cultural understanding is
necessary in aworld that is becoming smaller every day.

To achieve this, | decided to use the example of the Byzantine Empire, which was a
cultural link between Europe and Asia, having been situated in present-day Turkey. In
fact, the Byzantine Imperial Family wore clothes that were more Oriental in nature, while
retaining their identity as the legitimate and true cultural heirs of the Romans.

Thislink isrealized in the form of Anne, who isamajor fan of the Byzantine Empire, but
someone who only realized the “Western” part of it. It is David, an Asian-American of
Japanese and Chinese heritage, who helps Anne realize the “Eastern” side of the
Byzantine equation.

So, my challenge with this film was to show that however different our experiences
might be, however different we look on the outside, we are in actuality not.

-- Russ Emanud



About the Filmmakers

RUSS EMANUEL (Director, Producer, Co-Writer, Co-Editor)

Russ Emanuel marks his professional film directorial debut with Her Knight and GWG:
Girl With Gun. Originally from San Francisco, he grew up in both Japan and the United
States, garnering an international viewpoint of the world throughout his childhood. He
wrote his first screenplay in 1993. He then went to the University of Southern California
in Los Angeles to study Cinema-Television, International Relations and Japanese. More
recently, he wrote a 10-part fantasy saga and a science fiction trilogy, worked as the
“Assistant to the Producer” on The Failures, and founded his production company
Russem Productions in 2002, Her Knight, Mavet, and GWG: Girl With Gun being the
first films under its banner.

EMILE HARIS (Co-Writer, Co-Editor)

A graduate in both Writing and Film from Long Beach State, it®all about making movies
for this enthusiastic individual. In an attempt to marry experimental moviemaking with
the documentary narrative, Emile Haris, together with Y os Park produced the sci-fi short
Frakie Died, which they put under their production company, Atomicgum Productions,
founded in 2000. Interested in taking a stab at the extremely challenging romantic genre,
he teamed up with USC graduate Russ Emanuel and created Her Knight. He has since
shot several mini documentaries showcasing life in Los Angeles, wrote and edited Russ
Emanuel’s GWG: Girl With Gun and directed Mavet.

PETER FRINTRUP (Co-Producer)

Peter Frintrup studied directing and producing at NYU, at which time he founded both
Visionary Video FilmWorks and Flickering Duck Productions, the latter co-founded by
Steven Thrasher. His film The Achalasia Chronicles was screened at the New Jersey
Rising Filmmaker Series at Rutger’s University, and his NYU thesis film The Test won
NYU’s excellence in Screenwriting award, as well as awards and grants from Warner
Bros. and Kodak, and has been screened at numerous festivals as well as the Emerging
Directors Series at Anthology Film Archives in New York. Most recently, he has re-
located to the Los Angeles office of Focus Features.

YOS PARK (Director of Photography)

Yos Park went to UC Berkeley majoring in film studies, and is currently the News
Director of MBC-NEWS Los Angeles Bureau, the most influentia public broadcast
company in South Korea. He has aso been the assistant director of Garden of Evil (a.k.a
The Gardener) and an assistant scriptwriter of 3 Ninja. More recently, he was the writer
and director of many films including Frakie Died, Venezuelan Dog, and Bikes in
Berkeley, for which he was officially selected to enter the Pacific Film Archive.
Currently, he is the co-founder of Atomicgum Productions, having founded it with
longtime business partner Emile Haris in 2000.



NEIL ARGO (Composer)

Having recelved a Masters of Music, Music Theory and Composition from the University
of Northern Colorado, Neil Argo’s dramatic and provocative scores have been heard all
over the world. From The New Mission: Impossible, Wild America, Melrose Place and
Beverly Hills 90210, to the far reaches of “South African National Geographic’
documentaries, he has composed for many noteworthy projects. His awards include a
Gold Award for the episode of "Born to Run" from the television series "Wild America’,
and 2 Emmy Awards for the “Survivors of the Skeleton Coast” National Geographic
episode and “A Community of Caring” documentary for the Directors Guild of America.
More recently, he composed and conducted the music on Her Knight, Mavet, as well as
currently on GWG: Girl With Gun.

ELLE ALEXANDER (Fight Coordinator)

A graduate of Long Beach State University magjoring in Film and Television and the
Advanced Film Program at the University of Southern California, where she won the
Best Actress Award, Elle Alexander has had a varied career throughout her life. As an
actress and stunt person, she has starred in many films including Bringing Down the
House, Flintstones 2 and Mouse Hunt, as well as TV shows such as Buffy the Vampire
Sayer, Sar Trek: Voyager and Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, specializing in high fals,
fire burns, and even broadswords and fencing. She has also coordinated stunts on such
TV series as W.O.W. Women of Wrestling and America’ s Most Wanted.

JUNIPER POST (Post Sound House)

Founded by David Kitchens and Ben Zarai, Juniper Post has been in business for over 20
years. They offer afull range of audio post services including Surround Mixing
(Domestic and Foreign), Sound Design & Sound Effects, Foley, ADR and V oiceovers,
Dialogue Editing, Dialogue Cleanup, Music & Effects tracks, conforming Sound to
Picture Changes, and Transfers & Backups. Their creditsinclude Fargo, Sgns, Boogie
Nights, Pleasantville, and Seeplessin Seattle. More recently, they worked on James
Cameron’'s Expedition: Bismarck, which was nominated for Outstanding Sound Editing
and Outstanding Sound Mixing for Non-Fiction Programming.

CAPITOL STUDIOS (Music Recording Studio)

Capitol Records and Capitol Studios were started in 1942 by Johnny Mercer, Buddy
DeDylva, and Glen Wallichs as arecord label and recording studio that would attract the
greatest artists. Today, Capitol Studios has evolved into the Sudio of the Future
respecting the technology and creativity of the past and cultivating an adventurous spirit
into the future. Asapart of the EMI family they share a history of advancing recording
technology with great studios like Abbey Road, Olympic, the Manor and the Townhouse.
Their projects include the movies Forrest Gump and Panic Room, and the TV shows
Alias and 7th Heaven. They have aso recorded such artists as Britney Spears, Celine
Dion, Dave Matthews Band, and Will Smith.



About the Cast

VICTORIA CHALAYA (Anne)

Born in St. Petersburg, Russia, Victoria Chalaya has accomplished much in her lifetime
so far. She studied acting at the School of Acting by “Malyi Theater” in St. Petersburg
and dancing and singing at St. Petersburg Conservatory. More recently, she has pursued
acting fulltime, having been in TV shows like The X-Files, TV commercias including
Toyota “ Matrix,” and films such as the feature Shakedown by director Brian Katkin and
most recently Starsky and Hutch. She is also currently attending the UCLA Extension
Film, TV and Digital Entertainment program to further her acting abilities.

EMIL LIN (David)

A native of Chicago, Emil Lin has starred in many films including Love, Ltd. and
Burning Heart, along with roles on such TV shows as General Hospital. He has aso
appeared in numerous stage productions, including "Nagasaki Dust" and "Children of
Shame." He has trained extensively under Robert F. Lyons, Michelle Danner of Larry
Moss Studios, Heidi Helen Davis of Howard Fine Studios, and the legendary voice coach
Robert Easton. And, he most recently starred on the TV show ER playing medica
student Bruce Lin.

ARCHIE DRURY (Dylan)

Originally from Chicago, Archie Drury is a graduate of UC Berkeley majoring in acting.
After graduating, he decided to move to Los Angeles to pursue acting fulltime. He has
been in plays such as “Lover and Other Strangers’ and Tennessee Williams “Glass
Menagerie,” feature films like The Party and Pretty When You Cry, and the mini TV
series O Quinto does Infernos. He also has extensive acting training under Larry Moss,
and currently at the Beverly Hills Playhouse studying under Milton Katselas. Most
recently, he has completed Swing, co-starring Jacqueline Bisset, Jonathan Winters, and
Tom Skerrit, aswell as co-produced the critically acclaimed Voices of Iraq.

APRIL HONG (Lydia)

April Hong, the daughter of acclaimed actor James Hong, received her Bachelor of Arts
Degree at California State University, Northridge (CSUN) majoring in Television-
Multimedia Production with a minor in Theatre. Her theatre credits include The Tales of
Hans Christian Andersen, The Wiz at CSUN, and most recently playing a robot in The
Intelligent Design of Jenny Chow, while her film and television credits include Ghost
Rock, Latin Dragon, General Hospital, China Beach, and Lotus. Her voice can be heard
on the Bruce Lee interactive game as well as animated series Real Ghostbusters, Simer,
Captain Planet, and The Ed Grimley Show. She has also performed and choreographed
in dance concerts at CSUN, Pierce College, and The Hong Kong Association of Northern
Cdlifornia
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PAGE 1 Top: VICTORIA CHALAYA stars as Anne in Russ Emanuel's HER KNIGHT, a Russem Productions film.

Bottom Left: VICTORIA CHALAYA stars in Russ Emanuel’'s HER KNIGHT, a Russem Productions film.

Bottom Right: APRIL HONG (left), EMIL LIN (left center), VICTORIA CHALAYA (center) and NICOLE ALVAREZ (far right)
star in Russ Emanuel’s HER KNIGHT, a Russem Productions film.
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PAGE 3 Top: RUSS EMANUEL, director of HER KNIGHT, a Russem Productions film.
Bottom: (left to right) VICTORIA CHALAYA, director RUSS EMANUEL, and EMIL LIN in Russ Emanuel’'s HER
KNIGHT, a Russem Productions film.
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